PHILOSOPHY

proceeds on the supposition that the Egyptians were the
first, who taught the soul's immortality. By this opinion of
Herodotus, we are no more bound than by that other of his,
that the Greek gods were indebted to Egypt for their
origin. Fr. Schlegel, on the other hand, in his "Sprache u.
Weisheit d. Indier," p. iii, says, "in this way (i.e. in a
moral sense) we find in the Pythagorean doctrine, the
notion of the metempsychosis, with all its oriental acces-
sories, affording certain proof that it is not of Greek origin."
Now, assuredly no one of those who make the Greeks receive
everything from the East, will go the length of maintain-
ing that the moral sentiment too was transplanted from the
former to the latter. Besides Fr. Schlegel is not bold
enough to bring Pythagoras himself into India, but holds on
the other hand that the metempsychosis came to Greece
from India by way of Egypt; and yet he is of opinion
that between the Indian and Egyptian form of this dogma,
there is a vast difference. How then could the Pythagorean
form of it bear such strong resemblance to the Indian?
Again, Pyrrho is said to have taken part in Alexander's
expedition to India (Diog. Laert. ix, 63.), but it is not
until afterwards that traces of his teachings can be found
to any great extent in Greek thought. Now, Pyrrho illus-
trates the reflex influence upon Greek culture of the beliefs
of some of the districts which Alexander traversed or
visited. That he learnt his theories in Persia or India rests
upon the statement of an early writer, whose name alone
is known and is probably incorrect (vide Susernihl, 'Lit der
Alexandrinerzeit').

Furthermore, there is yet another doctrine of the ancient
philosophy of Greece, with respect to which distinct state-
ments are found in old writers, assigning to it an Eastern
origin viz. the Atomic Theory. Posidonius the Stoic> asserted
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